
Barren River DEIC 
May 20, 2005 

 

Minutes 
Human Resource Building, Frankfort, Kentucky 

 
Members/Designees Present:  Lisa Murphy, Taylor Tucker, Toby Black, Sandy Hackbarth, Tina Smith, Libby Jones, Betsy Kitchens, Janet Fugate, 
Susan Broady, Julie Allen, Debra Myers, & Beth Schaeffer 
 
Staff Present:  Bethanie Christman, Dawn Miller, & Sandra Wilson 
 
 
 
 

SUBJECT DISCUSSION ACTION 

Welcome and  
Announcements 

Betsy Kitchens called the meeting to order at 8:30. None needed 

POE Report Bethanie Christman reviewed the report. There are 18 
cases exceeding the 45 day grace period due to 
shortages in PLEs and shortages in disciplines needed 
to assess referrals. There were 44 referrals and 39 
cases closed. Angela’s Daycare has referred 10 
children. New referral resources are scattered among 
physicians, parents, daycares, and clinics. Provider 
shortages are in most counties with Physical Therapy 
shortages in all counties.                                                   
                                                                                         

Two professionals will be available for PSC in June following 
training 

Technical Assistance 
Team 
 

Sandra Wilson commented that we will have a booth 
at the Stand for Children program sponsored by 
Community Education located on the South Lawn of 

Booth and games will be provided by staff. 



SUBJECT DISCUSSION ACTION 

 WKU. It will be June 3 from 9-3 
 
Old Business 

Melissa Miller resigned from DEIC since the Murray 
office closed 

We will miss her dedication to this committee 

New Business Germaine will be retiring in July. For those who do  
not know her; Germaine has been a force behind First 
Steps and a supporter of providers as the program 
changed. 
Nominations for the Marge Allen and Jim Henson 
Awards were discussed.  We did agree that Genevia 
Whittington was dedicated to First Steps and a great 
supporter for families.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Libby Jones will check and see if there is a special award she 
can be nominated for in recognition for her dedication to First 
Steps 

 Lisa Murphy updated us on the summer group 
sessions. There are 20 toddlers and 24 older children. 
30% are diagnosed on the Autism Spectrum. They 
plan to offer a program for 3-5 year olds in the Fall. 
The present location is on the 4th floor of the 
Academic Complex. They will move into the CEC 
when the building is completed. A playground will be 
available for the children. 

None 

 Life Skills is sponsoring a fundraiser WALK for the 
Kelly Autism Program on July 16 

None 

 Julie Allen discussed the Women’s Show scheduled 
on June 4 from 10-5 at the Sloan Convention Center. 
There will be a panel of parents to discuss parenting 
special needs children following the children’s fashion 
show 

None 
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SUBJECT DISCUSSION ACTION 

 Deb Myers informed us that the Low Incidence 
Conference scheduled for June will be rescheduled. 
There is a National Autism Conference July 13-16 and 
you can obtain more information from www.asa.org. 
KATC Autism Conference is scheduled for June 15-
17 
 

None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Betsy Kitchens commented that OT and PT are 
available for the summer on a sliding scale 

None 

 Beth Schaeffer shared that the County Schools will be 
performing preschool screenings at Lost River Elem. 
On July 18 and Bristow on 7/20. The budget has not 
been adjusted to meet the additional 100 children 
scheduled to attend in the 2005-06 school year. There 
is one teacher for 10 students and staffing will not 
change 
 

Call Warren County Schools for further information 
 
 
Contact your legislators about the need for funding for 
preschools. There has been documented increase in schools of 
children who attended preschool when tested in third grade 

 Toby Black added that BG City Schools are moving 
the preschool program to the new Parker Bennett 
School. The City schools have two preschool classes 

Call Vicki Writsel at BG City School Board for further 
information 

Meeting was adjourned at 
9:45. The next scheduled 
meeting will be 6/17 at 
8:30 at the ALIVE 
CENTER  

  

  
                     

 3

http://www.asa.org/
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